
B A K K E N  A R E A
S K I L L S  C E N T E R

M C K E N Z I E  C O U N T Y  P U B L I C  S C H O O L

D I S T R I C T  # 1



I n c r e a s e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c a r e e r  a n d  t e c h n i c a l
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s
a n d  i n c u m b e n t  w o r k e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  B a k k e n
r e g i o n .

 

M I S S I O N
 
 
 

V I S I O N

P r o v i d e  i n - d e m a n d  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t
a r e  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  r e g i o n ' s
w o r k f o r c e  t h r o u g h  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p a r t n e r s h i p s
w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y
e d u c a t i o n / t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  l o c a l  e m p l o y e r s .

P R O J E C T  B A C K G R O U N D

The Bakken Area Skills Center (BASC) is a project of the McKenzie County Public

School District #1. In addition to providing hands-on technical classes for high school

students, the facility will also be able to be used for post-secondary training and

education for in-demand skills of our region's employers. 

As McKenzie County is the only North Dakota county that has a Class A school but not

an established post-secondary education provider, local employers are at a

disadvantage in recruiting trained employees. Furthermore, over half of our area

graduating seniors do not go on directly to a 4-year college.  The BASC provides an

opportunity to train more “home-grown” employees—providing value to both our

residents and our local employers. The coursework offered will be based on the area of

workforce training that are found to be in highest demand and the ability to find the

necessary instructors.  Construction of the BASC will take place beginning in summer

2022, and is projected to be ready for student use by fall/winter 2023. 

 According to a  2020 feasibility study the areas of highest

demand for workforce training in McKenzie County

include:

Automation | Health Careers | Building Trades

B A K K E N  A R E A  S K I L L S  C E N T E R



P R O P O S E D  P R O G R A M M I N G

B A S C  D E S I G N A T E D  S P A C E S  &  P O T E N T I A L  M O B I L E
T R A I L E R S

T E N T A T I V E  P A R T N E R S  I N  T H E  R E G I O N A L  E F F O R T S
O F  T H E  B A K K E N  A R E A  S K I L L S  C E N T E R







P L A T I N U M
$ 2  m i l l i o n

a n d  a b o v e  

G O L D
$ 1  m i l l i o n  -
$ 1 . 9  m i l l i o n

S I L V E R
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  -
$ 9 9 9 , 9 9 9

B R O N Z E
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -
$ 9 9 , 9 9 9

P e r m a n e n t
r e c o g n i t i o n  o n

c o n t r i b u t o r
w a l l

P a r t i c i p a t e  i n
g r o u n d

b r e a k i n g

P a r t i c i p a t e  i n
r i b b o n  c u t t i n g

M i n i m u m
c o m p l e m e n t a r y

u s a g e  o f  o n e
c l a s s r o o m / h i g h

b a y

T V  m o n i t o r  d i s p l a y
o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s

c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
o r  m e s s a g e

O r g a n i z a t i o n
l o g o  i n  P l a t i n u m

c a t e g o r y

O r g a n i z a t i o n
l o g o  i n  G o l d

c a t e g o r y

I N V E S T M E N T  L E V E L S

O r g a n i z a t i o n
l o g o  i n  S i l v e r

c a t e g o r y

O r g a n i z a t i o n
n a m e  p r i n t e d  i n
B r o n z e  c a t e g o r y

Y e s Y e s $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 +
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

N o

Y e s Y e s Y e s N o

T w o  d a y s  p e r
m o n t h  f o r  t h r e e

y e a r s  a f t e r
r i b b o n  c u t t i n g

O n e  d a y  p e r
m o n t h  f o r  t h r e e

y e a r s  a f t e r
r i b b o n  c u t t i n g

F o u r  d a y s  p e r
y e a r  f o r  t h r e e

y e a r s  a f t e r
r i b b o n  c u t t i n g

O n e  d a y  p e r  y e a r
f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s

a f t e r  r i b b o n
c u t t i n g

I n c l u s i o n  w i t h
t h e  m o s t  a m o u n t

o f  a i r  t i m e  o n
r e p e a t i n g  l o o p

I n c l u s i o n  w i t h
t h e  s e c o n d - m o s t

a m o u n t  o f  a i r
t i m e  o n

r e p e a t i n g  l o o p

I n c l u s i o n  w i t h
t h e  t h i r d - m o s t
a m o u n t  o f  a i r

t i m e  o n
r e p e a t i n g  l o o p

I n c l u s i o n  w i t h
t h e  f o u r t h - m o s t

a m o u n t  o f  a i r
t i m e  o n

r e p e a t i n g  l o o p

The cost of the construction and outfitting of this facility is  approximately $20 million. As of Spring

2022, the Bakken Area Skills Center is a recipient of a $10 million grant from the ND Career and

Technical Education Capital Projects Fund to be used towards the facility's construction. Additional

financial contributions are being made from local jurisdictions, companies and organizations.

Contributions will continue to be accepted and recognized until the facility is completed. 



E D U C A T I O N A L  P A R T N E R S

F I N A N C I A L  P A R T N E R S

G O L D

S I L V E R

B R O N Z E

P L A T I N U M
S T A T E  O F  N D  C A R E E R  A N D  T E C H  E D

M C K E N Z I E  C O U N T Y  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
S T E N E H J E M  H O L D I N G S

O N E O K

T I T A N  E N E R G Y  S E R V I C E S
C I T Y  O F  W A T F O R D  C I T Y

F O R T  U N I O N  M A S O N I C  L O D G E  # 1 2 8
C H O R D  E N E R G Y

N O R T H E R N  S T A T E S  F I S H I N G  T O O L S
C O N O C O P H I L L I P S

M A R A T H O N
C O R N E R S T O N E  B A N K

M A M M O T H
E N E R P L U S

C A R L  E .  R O G E N  P O S T  2 9  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N
G R A Y S O N  M I L L  E N E R G Y

C R E S T W O O D
S T A N L E Y  B L A C K  A N D  D E C K E R

* a s  o f  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3



Dr. Steve Holen 

McKenzie Co Public School Dist #1

701-444-3626

sholen@watford-city.k12.nd.us

 

Daniel Stenberg

McKenzie Co Economic Development 

701-444-7419

dstenberg@co.mckenzie.nd.us

 

or visit

https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/bakkenskills

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T


